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INTRODUCTION
This policy outlines the teaching, organisation and management of Geography taught and learned at
Thorntree Primary School. There are four main purposes to this policy:
To establish an entitlement for all pupils;
To establish expectations for teachers of this subject;
To promote continuity and coherence across the school;
To state the school’s approaches to this subject in order to promote public, and particularly parents’
and carers’, understanding of the curriculum.
The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all teaching staff, as the knowledge,
understanding and the skills developed during Geography lessons can be applied to everyday life.
Geography is about people, cultures and places and how we know about them. It is important to learn
about key events and the development of places over time, through geographical enquiry and
interpretation, skills developed during Geography lessons that can be applied to everyday life.

AIMS
Our main aims at Thorntree Primary School is to ensure that all children are taught the study of
Geography as is outlined in the Cornerstone Curriculum.
Our aims in Geography are:
 To develop a better understanding of communities, appreciation of surroundings and an
awareness of the diversity of physical and human conditions.
 To enable children to recognise how places and people are interdependent and appreciate the
need for responsible actions and attitudes towards the earth and its population.
 To develop informed responses to geographical issues including how land is used, where people
live and why, employment patterns and economic development.

Our aims will be achieved at Thorntree Primary School by ensuring children develop the following skills:
 Use and understanding of maps, including OS, commercial and pictorial maps and maps made by
pupils themselves
 Making comparisons between localities both in the UK and worldwide.
 Identifying physical and natural processes that cause change.
 Fieldwork techniques and the use of Geographical equipment.
 Data handling, collection, interpretation and evaluation.
 Problem solving, posing and answering questions using relevant data and resources.
 Investigating the influence of man in the landscape.

INCLUSION
To ensure that pupils of all abilities make worthwhile progress in Geography:
Teachers provide suitable ways for pupils of different abilities to access difficult ideas: for example, for
low-attaining pupils by narrowing the range of information to be used, by increasing the degree of
support through their own advice, by using relevant resources, or by the use of other adults.
Teachers should challenge higher-attaining pupils by expecting them to interrogate more demanding
sources, by expecting them to work with greater independence and by raising expectations about how
they might communicate their ideas.
Teachers use a range of teaching styles in each lesson in order to match the range of learning styles
represented in a typical class.
Thorntree Primary School is committed to providing an effective learning environment, where each
child is valued, respected and challenged regardless of social background, gender, race, religion or
disability.

APPROACHES TO TEACHING GEOGRAPHY
Geography will be taught as part of the ‘Cornerstones Curriculum’. The Long term plans (See Appendix
1) for each year group will outline topics which will be planned and taught. Within these lessons there
will be a good balance between whole-class work, group teaching and individual practice.
The Geography curriculum provides lots of opportunities for pupils to apply their knowledge,
understanding and skills creatively, whilst teaching literature states the importance of catering for the
different learning styles in all lessons. These are visual, auditory and kinaesthetic.
In the Early Years Foundation Stage time allocation will vary, due to the cross-curricular nature of the
curriculum.
Cross links will also be made with Geography within so pupils can develop and apply their geographical
skills.
Teachers will include all pupils fully in their Geography lessons through differentiation. The varying
needs and abilities of all children will be catered for during whole-class, group and independent
activities.
Where possible more able pupils will be taught with their own class and stretched through
differentiated group work and extra challenges. When working with the whole class, teachers will
direct some questions towards the more able to maintain their involvement.
Very occasionally special arrangements will be made for an exceptionally gifted pupil e.g. they may
follow an individualised programme with more challenging problems to tackle.

Those children with special educational needs will benefit from participating, watching and
listening to their peers demonstrating and explaining ideas, and suitable support will be planned
for when necessary.
Children in the Early Years Foundation Stage will begin to develop social skills and the development
of geographical language and understanding within their subject of “Understanding the World”
according to Early Year Outcomes.

ASSESSMENT
Assessment will take place at three connected levels: short-term, medium-term and long-term.
These assessments will be used to inform teaching in a continuous cycle of planning, teaching and
assessment.
Short-term assessment will occur in each lesson through teacher observation, small group
discussions, marking work and questioning about tasks.
Medium term assessment will take place at the end of each topic, to inform future planning
regarding the Cornerstone’s Curriculum. Teachers will refer to the aspects and skills found in each
topic and assess children in line with our current assessment policy.
A – children working above age related expectations
E1 – children working at age related expectations
E2 – children working just below age related expectations
B1 – children working below age related expectations
B2 – children with special education needs who are working one year behind age related
expectations
Children’s progress and attainment in Geography is assessed termly using our PiXL tracker, and
reported to parents within a written report at the end of the year.

CROSS-CURRICULAR LINKS
Geography contributes to many subjects within the primary curriculum and opportunities will be
sought to draw geographical experience out of a wide range of activities, including fieldwork. This
will allow children to begin to use and apply Geography in real contexts.

RESOURCES
Teachers incorporate a wide range of resources into Geography lessons to cater for different
learning styles. These include












The pupils own experiences and those known to them
The experiences of visitors
The local environment and beyond
Educational visits
Library and ICT resources
Classroom displays
Use of photos, artefacts, audio/visual aids etc
Artwork, model making, craftwork
Story
Map work
Problem solving, debates, role play
Geography resources purchased by school are stored in the Geography Coordinator’s cupboard.

ASSOCIATED POLICIES
 Educational visits
 Educational visits in the EYFS
 Health and Safety Policy

ROLE OF THE GEOGRAPHY LEAD
 To be enthusiastic about Geography
 To have responsibility for securing high standards of teaching and learning in Geography and
evaluate their effectiveness
 Ensure teachers are familiar with the policy and help them to plan lessons
 Lead by example in the way Geography is taught in own classroom
 Purchase, organise and review Geography based resources, ensuring they are readily available and
maintained.
 Prepare, organise and lead INSET, with the support of the Headteacher
 Co-ordinate assessment procedures and record keeping to ensure progression and cohesion.
 To identify future priorities and targets for the subject and contribute to the school Development
Plan
 Compile portfolios of children’s work with work samples from all year groups.
 Work co-operatively with the SENCO when required
 Observe colleagues periodically to identify support required
 Attend INSET organised by LEA
 Discuss the progress of implementing the policy throughout school with the Headteacher when
required.

ROLE OF THE HEAD TEACHER
 Lead, manage and monitor the implementation of the policy, including monitoring teaching
plans and the quality of teaching in classrooms
 Inform the governing body if changes are made to the policy
 Ensure that Geography remains a high profile subject in the school’s development work.

Appendix 1: Long Term Plan

